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SPAG    Idioms
Words or phrases that aren’t meant to be taken literally.   
Having cold feet (being nervous about doing something) 

Once in a blue moon  (happens very rarely) 
Spill the beans  (reveal a secret) 
A couch potato  (a lazy person)



Immigrants

Did you know…? 

Mo Farrah moved to Britain from Somalia when he was eight. Now 
32, Farrah is the most decorated athlete in British history. 

Rita Ora.  The singer, model and TV star was born to Albanian 
parents in Yugoslavia (now present-day Kosovo). When Yugoslavia 
was disintegrated, ethnic Albanians faced persecution. Ora was a 
young child when her family moved here. 

Saido Berahino was forced to flee his native Burundi as a child. The 
West Brom striker received political asylum in Birmingham. He credits 
football with helping him integrate into British society. 

Michael Marks.  You might not know this man, but you'll know the 
shop he helped to build. Michael Marks was one of the founders of 
Marks and Spencer. He was a Russian refugee. As a Jew, Marks 
moved to Leeds in 1882 to escape danger. 

Ed and David Milliband.  The Labour politicians are the sons of a 
Belgian Jewish refugee. 

Freddie Mercury.  The lead singer of the band Queen, fled to 
England from Zanzibar in 1964.
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The prefix ‘dis-‘ meaning ‘not’.

Dis-

Disappear (appear)  
Dislike (like) 

Disagree (agree) 
Disqualify (qualify)

Disinfect (infect)  
Disconnect (connect) 

Dishonest (honest) 
Disown (own)



 

Belief
‘To accept that something exists or is true, especially without proof’ 

What things do you believe that you can’t prove are true? 

If you believe something different to someone else, does that mean 
one of you has to be wrong?     What if it’s a matter of opinion? 
Can you give an example? 

What did you used to believe, that you don’t believe any more (or vice 
versa)? 
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Memory tip:   
You can’t use Si twice.  Sir & Sincerely = Never! 

Ending a letter / email
Dear Sir…….  = Yours faithfully 
Dear (person’s name)…….  = Yours sincerely



The Holocaust
 
Some facts: 

Over 1.1 million children died during the Holocaust. 

Between 1933 and 1945, more than 11 million men, women, and 
children were murdered in the Holocaust. Approximately six million 
of these were Jews. 

Of the nine million Jews who lived in Europe before the Holocaust, 
an estimated 2/3 were murdered. Millions of others, including 
those who were disabled, political and religious opponents to 
Hitler, Romanies, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and homosexuals, were also 
murdered. 

As Jews fled Europe under Hitler’s rule, representatives from 32 
countries met in Evian, France, in 1938 to discuss the growing 
refugee crisis in Europe. Representatives from Great Britain said it 
had no room to accommodate Jewish refugees. The Australians 
said, “We don’t have a racial problem and we don’t want to import 
one.” Canada said of the Jews that “none was too many.” Holland 
and Demark offered temporary asylum, but only for a few refugees. 
Only the Dominican Republic offered to take 100,000 Jews, but 
their relief agencies were so overwhelmed that only a few Jews 
could take advantage of the offer. 
The Evian conference sent Hitler the signal he needed: foreign 
governments would not interfere in his anti-Jewish policies. 

“All that is necessary for evil to succeed 
is for good men to do nothing.”
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It’s is a shortened version of it is or it has.  

If you can’t replace it’s with ‘it is’ or ‘it has’, then it’s (it is) wrong!  

It’s (it is) getting late.  
It’s (it has) been 4 hours since I last ate a cookie.  

Its means ‘belongs to it’.  
The dog wagged its tail.  

The minion ate its bananas.



Chinese New Year

• Chinese New Year is also called the Spring Festival. 

• The date changes each year. 

• The Spring Festival was originally a ceremonial day to 
pray to gods for a good planting and harvest season.  

• People also prayed to their ancestors, as they were 
treated as gods (see Mulan for reference). 

• The most fireworks are set off in the world that night! 

• Every year has a zodiac animal. 

• Western horoscopes include 12 zodiacs, one for each 
month. There are 12 Chinese zodiacs as well, but the 
animal is for the entire year. 

• They are: Rat, Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, 
Horse, Goat, Monkey, Rooster, Dog and Pig. 

2019 is the Year of the Pig

https://chinesenewyear.net/zodiac/
https://chinesenewyear.net/zodiac/
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E is for Emotion:   
Being bored is something you feel!

Bored or board?
If you feel bored (adjective) you are not interested in whatever you’re doing. 
A board (noun) is a cut piece of wood or a group of people in charge of 
something.  Eg - there are 6 people on the board of directors. 

Spelling  

tips



LGBT History
 

Do you know what each 
of these laws was about?
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SPAG    Decide

During Easter, Can I Decide Everything? 
de  -  ci  -  de



Love
Complete the brainstorm:

Love is…
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Spelling tip: Try not to believe a lie! 

Believe
“He didn’t believe her.”      “I believe I left my pen at home.”



 

Dance

How many different styles of dance can you name?



Key dates and things to remember:


